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Re: Public Comment on Charleston County’s Permit Application for the Highway 41 Corridor Project

Dear SCDES Review Team,

As a State House Representative and the only elected official living in the Highway 41 corridor who
drives these roads every day, I am writing to urge you to deny the permit for the applications SCDHEC
HPY-V043-4Y1E2 and SAC-2018-00205. This is because the Laurel Hill Parkway portion of the plan —
which would require plowing down approximately 20 acres of trees that may include up to 7 endangered
species, paving with asphalt through the wetlands, and building a bridge over the marsh - has tremendous
potential problems. The 4-3-4 configuration of the Highway 41 widening plan, along with improvements
to the intersections at Hwy 17, Joe Rouse/Bessemer Roads, and Dunes West Blvd — without the addition
of the Laurel Hill Parkway — will serve our communities very well for many years to come, likely even to
the 2045 date used for the models.

My concerns, and that of my constituents are multifaceted. For starters, the traffic data being used by
the Charleston County (CC) Engineers is too aggressive. I have seen the data that justifies building this
whole new road, and in my opinion, the county simply has not been diligent in producing such data. It
took at least a month to receive a memo that outlined their "regional traffic model," but upon closer
inspection it was revealed that it includes several sizeable neighborhoods that never use the very localized
Bessemer Road and would likely never use this parkway to bypass Bessemer. These are Carolina Park,
Planters Pointe, Rivertowne, Liberty Hill, Gregorie Ferry and Cainhoy. In each and every example of a
use case for the Laurel Hill Parkway there is a much better, faster, direct route for them to travel to get to
Highway 17 South or back home. The two neighborhoods that do primarily use this road, Park West and
Dunes West are nearly fully built out with less than 20 homes left in each community to be constructed.

Carolina Park residents regularly use Park West Blvd to Dunes West Blvd to reach Hwy 41 North so
they can commute to the airport, as well as jobs in North Charleston. They would likely never take
Bessemer Road or this new parkway, because those lead to Hwy 17 South. They have 4 direct roads out of
their neighborhoods to reach 17 South much more quickly; yet, their traffic numbers are used to justify
the new parkway. Similarly, residents of Planters Pointe and Rivertowne have entrances right on 41. They
would never likely go way out of their way to use the parkway. When there is a traffic jam on 41 South,



they can easily take Dunes West Blvd to Park West Blvd to reach 17 South. In this scenario, which I have
timed driving in traffic, you can reach 17 South just as quickly as using Bessemer Road, and would avoid
any problems further down 41 South.

In numerous meetings with the Charleston County engineers all the way back to 2018 when I served
on the Transportation Committee of Mount Pleasant Town Council, I have consistently included all input
from our neighborhoods including the Phillips Community. As you probably know, it is the Phillips
Community's desire to avoid a 4-lane road in front of their homes, preferring a 3-lane road with a center
turn lane. But in the words of Charleston County’s own engineers, the Laurel Hill Parkway will serve as a
bypass of Bessemer Road rather than a bypass of Highway 41. Furthermore, many people think going
down to three lanes will cause a bottleneck due to the 4 lanes from Hwy 17 to Joe Rouse/Bessemer, and
the 4 lanes from the Wando Bridge to Dunes West Blvd. However, with appropriate intersections such as
roundabouts at both of these locations, traffic need not bottleneck because a substantial number of
vehicles turn off 41 at the Bessemer/Joe Rouse intersection.

Currently we already have two existing bypasses of Hwy 41's Phillips Community where the 3 lanes
would be located. They are Bessemer Road and Dunes West/Park West Blvd. Bessemer Road is almost
exclusively used by residents in Park West and Dunes West, which are within 30 or so single-family
homes of being fully built out. The traffic on Bessemer Road, which flows freely most of the day and only
backs up on school days in the morning from 7:30-9:00am is likely to stay consistent and not increase
much at all. If someone is traveling south on Highway 41 and encounters a traffic jam before entering the
Phillips Community stretch of the road and takes one of these two alternatives, the time difference
between these two choices is approximately one minute and forty-five seconds to reach the intersection of
Highway 17 and 41. So for a 1:45 time difference, the currently proposed plan will create a brand-new
road/highway wasting $50,000,000+ of our taxpayers’ money, clear cutting 20 acres of trees, and filling in
numerous acres of wetlands.

The Charleston County engineers insist the intersection at Joe Rouse/Bessemer and 41 will fail as traffic
flows increase on 41 South, but as mentioned above, they are using regional traffic models that include
several neighborhoods that would never use this proposed bypass. Lastly regarding 41, projections of the
Cainhoy developments greatly exaggerate the likelihood of daily commuter traffic into Mt. Pleasant. With
substantial amenities being added to Clements Ferry Road, plus huge economic development bringing
new jobs to North Charleston and Berkeley County, it is far more likely that commuters will head up 41
or Clements Ferry Road rather than into Mt. Pleasant every day.

As you know by now, Laurel Hill Park is in a trust established in 1984. The lease to Charleston County
Parks & Recreation for 100 years was to run a passive park, not sell off property and clear cut trees to lay
asphalt. Besides a sizeable marsh, which the new road would have to cross, it is full of wetlands. No less
than seven endangered species could be impacted by construction of the Laurel Hill Parkway and 22 acres
of pristine forest would be lost forever, including 12 acres of wetlands. This could have serious and
detrimental impacts to drinking water if there are any wells in the area, as well as surrounding water
resources, including creeks, tributaries, and floodplains. It will also reduce the coastal resiliency of our
community and could unleash damaging flooding impacts, as wetlands can store up to 1.5 million gallons
of floodwater per acre, and the trees destroyed may account for 10+ million gallons of water used per
year.

Those of us who actually live here and have walked in or driven past Laurel Hill Park on a daily basis



know how wet it is. Even after a light rain shower, it is necessary to wear mud boots just to walk into the
park entrance. Driving along 41, there is standing water every day well before reaching the actual marshes
and creeks. Flooding at Horlbeck Creek on 41 South is common, and without any rain, the king tide can
bring the water right up to the edge of the road. This stretch has had to be closed down numerous times in
the past 20 years, even though we have had few high category hurricanes during that time. Removing all
those trees from as much as 20 acres, filling in wetlands, and putting down asphalt with the expectation
that improved drainage will manage all that water via Toomer's and or Horlbeck Creek is way overly
optimistic; in fact, for both the road and all the neighborhoods that back up to these two creeks, it seems
far more likely that flooding would increase dramatically. FEMA insurance as well as regular
homeowners' policies could become substantially more expensive or even impossible to attain for these
neighborhoods.

We have another important benefit of leaving Laurel Hill Park alone. There have been multiple
accounts of tropical storms and hurricanes where the dense forest served as a windbreak to waterspouts
and high winds coming in from the coast. The proposed highway would clear-cut as many as 1800+ trees
that currently stand right behind numerous homes on Bessemer and Trumpington Roads. How can anyone
think these houses will not be highly adversely affected by this destruction of nature's protections?

In summary, I strongly urge you to deny the current application that includes the Laurel Hill Parkway.
The risks are too great. Highway 41 serves as the primary evacuation route for tens of thousands of
residents. The proposed parkway would not aid in this critical process one bit, but the proposed 4-3-4
widening with greatly improved intersections definitely would. As the only current SC State House
Representative who understands all these issues very well, I must repeat how urgent it is to approve the 4-
3-4 widening without the Laurel Hill Parkway, although I recognize this means denying the application
and having the County vote on the plan without it. I also previously served on the Education & Public
Works Committee, which oversees Transportation. Although primary funding for this project comes from
the County, I have notified our SC Speaker of the House, Murrell Smith, Senator Larry Grooms, Chair of
the Senate Transportation Committee, Governor Henry McMaster, as well as Senators Lindsey Graham
and Tim Scott. No one wants to see such a huge waste of our taxpayers' money with the obvious risks and
clear detrimental impacts.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Sincerely, 7 ‘
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Katherine D. Landing
SC House Representative for District 80



